Please fold and seal here

To sign up

Please fold and seal here

Anyone who wishes to donate organ(s) after
death should inform his/her family or friends
about this wish, and have the wish recorded
in writing.

Centralised Organ Donation Register

The Department of Health (DH) has set up the
Centralised Organ Donation Register (CODR) to make
it more convenient for prospective donors to
voluntarily register their wish to donate organs after
death, and for such wish to be more reliably recorded.
The Register will
responsible for organ donation to know upon the
patients’ death about their wish to donate organs, and
the bereaved family to acknowledge the deceased’s
wish to rekindie lives of other people.

enable medical personnel

(1) Register online at http://www.organdonation.gov.hk; or
(2) Complete and send the following form

by post to:

CODR System Administrator,
Department of Health, 21/F, Wu Chung House,
213 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong; or

by fax to 2127 4926.
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Please record my wish to donate my organ(s) after death.

Name:
HKID No.:
Contact Address:

Contact Telephone No.:
E-mail Address:

{ wish to donate upon my death: (Please tick)

O All usable organs
[0 The following organ(s)

O Kidney O Heart O Lung O Liver
O Cornea © Bone O Skin

Signature:

Attention

(1)

(2)

©)

Upon receiving your organ donation form, DH will
contact you by telephone to verify your personal
particulars. DH will issue a new form to you by post or
via email using the address you provided if she fails to
establish contact with you.

If you do not provide the requested information, DH
may not be able to complete the registration process
for you.

If you have already registered with the CODR and
would like to update your particulars or withdraw your
registration, please re-submit the registration form or
complete the withdrawal form online, by post or by fax.
DH will call you to update your record or remove your
registration after verifying your personal particulars.
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(1) Your registration with the Centralised Organ
Donation Register (CODR) is a voluntary action. |

All collected data in the CODR will be classified as

personal and treated with strict confidentiality for
exclusive access by authorised personnel for the
following purposes:

i. arranging organ and/or tissue donation and
transplant;
ii. performing relevant data management.

(2) Collected data in the CODR are mainly for use |
within the Department of Health (DH) but they
may also be disclosed to the relevant Government
bureaux/departments or parties for the purposes
stated in paragraph 1 above.

(3) Collected information in the CODR will be
retained for 100 years from the date of collection,
or until DH has acknowledged the death of the
person whom the data refer, whichever is earlier.

(4) The organ donation registration form will be
destroyed if DH fails to establish a contact with
you for verification of information, or after your
personal data has been entered into the CODR.

{(5) You have the right of access and correction with
respect to your personal data as provided for in
Sections 18 and 22 and Principle 6 of Schedule 1
of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance. Your
right of access includes the right to obtain a copy
of your personal data provided by you during the
occasions as mentioned in paragraph 1 above. A
fee may be charged by DH for complying with a
data access request.

(6) Enquiries concerning the personal data provided,
including requests for access and correction,
should be addressed to:

CODR System Administrator
Department of Health

21/F, Wu Chung House

213 Queen’s Road East
Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Telephone No.: 2961 8441
Fax No.: 2127 4926
E-mail Address: codr@dh.gov.hk



Why is your U

Medicine is ever-advancing; still there are
many incurable illnesses such as organ
failure. When organ damage is so serious as
to make common modes of treatment
ineffective, transplantation is the only
way out for these patients.

Every day, there are more than 2,000
patients in Hong Kong having an
imminent need for organ or tissue
transplant. Without the matched organs,
these patients can do nothing but to struggle
with sickness and in darkness, with their lives
heavily dependent on apparatus and
medicines. Some of them may not hang on for
fong.

A donated organ is a love bequeathed to other
people. To help the patients with imminent
need for organ transplant, you may indicate
your wish to donate your organs after death.
Your family should be able to understand and
support your will of kindness. Only you and
your family’s support can kindle the hope of
life for these patients.

needed? What is!

Organ donation is the greatest gift to
patients and their family. Body organs no
longer have a functional use for a person who
passes away. Yet these organs may become
an irreplaceable source of life for those who
are desperately waiting for organ transplant.
There is no restriction as gender, age or race
for organ donation. In general, when a
prospective donor passes away, medical and
nursing personnel will make an assessment of .
each case to verify the deceased’s will and
feasibility of organ donation.

Organs suitable for transplantation include
kidney, liver, heart, lung, cornea, bone
and skin. Organs are removed surgically in
an operating theatre and the wound will be
properly stitched. Doctors and nurses will pay
full respect to the donor’s body and observe
every detail to maintain its physical
appearance.




Some common misconceptions
about organ donation

Misconception Fact

Once | have signed the organ donation card, | will not
be taken care of if | have an accident.

This will never happen. Saving lives is the
responsibility and foremost priority of every medical
personnel. Only after a patient is certified dead will
the suitability of organ donation be considered to
bring new life to another patient with organ failure.

The transplant of an organ from one body to another
may not be acceptable according to my religious
belief.

Most religions encourage sharing and giving. In fact,
religions such as Buddhism, Taoism, Catholicism and
Christianity all support the spirit of organ donation as
an act of benevolence and merit.

| am worried that the organ recipient or his/her family
will cause more grief to my family by sending their
thanks or condolences upon learning the donor's
name and address.

The privacy of the donor and the recipient will always
be respected. Neither the name nor personal
particulars of the donor will be disclosed, but the
family of the donor will be informed of the recipient's
progress after the transplant.

| have a history of medical ililness and my organs or
tissues may not be suitable for donation.

There are a few absolute contraindications for
organ/tissue donations. For example, patients with
some infectious disease or cancer (except brain
cancer that has not spread) may not be suitable for
organ donation. The medical team in charge of the
transplant will assess all potential donors individually
for suitability of the organs/tissues for donation.

My age is not suitable for organ donation.

There is no absolute age limit for organ donation. In
general, organs may be donated from someone as
young as a newborn or those whose age is below 75.
As for certain types of tissue donation, the age limit
is below 80 for cornea and between 16 and 60 for

long bones. There is no age limit for donation of skin.

I am worried that all my organs will be taken away
even if | only want to donate one of them.

You may specify in the Centralised Organ Donation
Register or on the donation card which organ/tissue
you wish to donate. In addition, a consent form has to
be signed by your family to specify the organ/tissue
to be removed for transplant purpose.

| am worried that the removal of an organ will affect
the appearance of my body and the look in the
funeral.

Once the consent form has been signed by the
deceased'’s family, donated organs will be removed
surgically as soon as possible, with full respect to the
deceased's body. Donation will not disfigure the body
or change the way it looks as the surgical wound will
be properly cared for and will usually be under the
cover of clothing.

I am worried about the fees and charges arising from
organ donation.

The donor family does not need to pay for charges
arising from organ donation after the donor's death.

I am still young and do not have to think about organ
donation.

At present, suitable organ donors are mostly patients
who died suddenly in accidents or from acute
illnesses. If the wish of these patients to donate
organ(s) after death has not been put down in writing
or made known to family members beforehand, it will
be difficult for their wish to be realised after death.
Thus, it is never too young to consider organ
donation.

As organ transplants are still experimental, | am
worried that the donated organs will be wasted.

Organ transplants are not experimental. In fact,
organ transplantation is widely recognised as an
effective way of treating organ failure. A transplanted
organ offers a patient with end-stage organ failure a
chance to start a new life and improves the quality of
life. The success rates of organ transplants are high.
For example, the survival rate of patients receiving
kidney transplants after one year is about 90%.




